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“The entire place is
beautiful, well kept,
definitely recommend
a visit if you are near.”
– Rick Wood,
Google review
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he garden was founded in 2002 by South
Carolina native Darla Moore, who sought to
prove that her family’s ancestral croplands
could be transformed into a place of beauty
and an example of horticultural excellence.
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As her garden grew, so did Ms. Moore’s
vision for the future of the property.
Soon she began to see the potential of
the garden as a place for horticultural
research and education, and as a place
of enjoyment for visitors. Moreover, she
saw that the garden could become a
source of pride for the people of her
hometown and home state. The garden,
she determined, would become a gift to
the ages – an enrichment to the lives of others.
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One of the most
appealing vistas
in the garden is the
pecan meadow in
early spring. When
the morning fog lifts,
thousands of white
clovers float in a
sea of green.
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Taxodium Collection
Magnolia Collection
Swimming Pond
Administration Office
Fire Tower
Welcome Center
Old Tenant House
Fire Tower
Main Lawn
Fishing Pond
Spring House
Main Pond
Pack House
Pine Bay Cottage
Kennels
Greenhouses
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Gothic Portal
Sculpture Cakes
7 Red Wolves
Transformation
Mosaic Sea Turtle
Truck Water Feature
Stasis Stones
Thistle & Nine Roses
Iron Topiaries
Relinquished
Geisel’s Garden
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Mosaic Aqueduct
Agrarian Stories
Grain Augers
The Quatrefoil
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Today, a visitor to Moore Farms Botanical Garden will
find a garden that is mature beyond its years, and
spectacular in its variation of design features and plant
species. This diverse wonderland now thrives in soil
that was once carpeted with row crops.

POINTS OF INTEREST:

Our magnolia
collection is
Plant Collection
Network
Accredited.
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Visitor Entrance From
100 New Zion Road

KEY:
P Parking
Restrooms
First Aid
Visitor Road

There are over 15 pieces of
art located inside the Fire
Tower Welcome Center.

Moore Farms
botanical
garden
100 New Zion Rd.
Lake City, SC 29560
(843) 210-7592
info@moorefarmsbg.org
moorefarmsbg.org
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Crepe
Myrtle Allee

A long expanse of manicured turf
empress zoysia is surrounded by
flanking rows of mature crape myrtles
enclosed in rectangular borders of
dark green boxwoods. The crape
myrtles steal the show in late summer
with a spectacular pink display.
Standing steadfastly in the midst of
all this are two ancient pear trees,
careworn legacies from earlier days,
which provide a counterbalance to
the surrounding formality.
O-3

This re-creation of a native
pine savanna is uniquely
managed with fire. Since
Pine Bay’s creation in 2005,
thousands of perennials,
trees and shrubs have been
planted in this area that was
once a loblolly plantation.
Q-3
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Crepe Myrtle Allee

Our mission is to promote
research and education in
horticulture, agriculture
and forestry for the
benefit of the people
of South Carolina
and beyond.
Map by Karpovage Creative,
updated April 2022.

SPRING HOUSE, Pack House
& Main Pond
Anchored on opposite ends of this
centrally located pond are two of the
garden’s most charismatic structures.
The Spring House, on the east end,
has a thatched roof crafted from reed
grass, while its walled panels rotate
for optimum sun and breeze. The
chandelier’s bulbs are old railroad
insulators, and blown glass globes by
One Eared Cow hang from the eaves.
Presiding over the western side of the
pond is the Pack House, previously a
fully functioning tobacco barn.
Lush turf pathways connect both
destinations, leading guests on relaxing
strolls past flowing plantings of
woody ornamentals and perennials.
M-5

Row crops such as corn, soybeans,
cotton, and tobacco dominate the agricultural fields.
As the sun bends across plump ears or split bolls,
the plants seem almost stately, as if elevated by
their proximity to so many flowering ornamentals.

fire tower
& GARDENS

The Fire Tower, draped in a
cascading bald cypress, is
approximately 100 feet tall. It was
bought at auction in Olanta, SC,
disassembled, relocated, to the
garden and reassembled on site.
The garden features pillars
of longleaf pines and
fanciful shrubs.
R-5

GREEN ROOF
Built in 2011, the 6,000-squarefoot green roof sits atop our
maintenance facility. Plants
thrive in only six inches of
growing media. Such roofs
improve engergy efficiency and
reduce storm water runoff.
K-7

Wetlands

Bog Garden
Our man-made Bog Garden is home
to hundreds of carnivorous plants,
including Venus flytraps, Sarracenia
and sundews which have adapted
to ingesting insects for nutrition.
Many of these species are native
to the Carolina Coastal Plain.
N-4

Formal Garden
The Formal Garden lies in the heart
of MFBG and is the epicenter of the
Southern Heritage planting style.
Formal Ilex hedges surround seasonal
annual displays, ruled by topiaries and
magnolias. The borders spill softly
with stately roses, pastel bulbs, and
lush evergreen shrubs. The concrete
fountain in the center of the formal
hedge design is encircled by a
weeping taxodium so sculptural,
many would mistake it for artwork.
O-4

cut flower
Garden
This garden was designed
to be visually appealing
as well as productive,
providing ornamental plant
material for enjoyment in
floral arrangements and
other displays. Creative
elements include two
trellises constructed from
vintage tobacco baskets.
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One of the
best places for
contemplation is
at The Landing, an
enigmatic concrete
terrace on the
southern shore of the
Swimming Pond.
Aligning with the
MFBG mission
statement, all
ticket proceeds
from MFBG events
benefit local
non-profits in
the Greater
Lake City area.

MFBG has
planted
thousands
of longleaf
pines on
surrounding
acreage as
part of its
habitat
improvement
program.

MFBG maintains
approximately 35
acres in downtown
Lake City, consisting
of pocket parks,
the Village Green,
pedestrian walkways,
The Continuum,
The Inn at the Crossroads,
Crossroads Coach Resort,
Lynches Lake Historical
Society, and more!

